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Identifying Excluded Entities 
System for Award Management (SAM) 

 
 

Note:  SAM replaced the Excluded Parties List System (EPLS) in June 2012 
 
 

Use the following steps to see if an entity is subject to any active exclusions (e.g., suspensions, 
debarments) imposed by a federal agency.  In the example used below, results were found for 
the search.  However, if no results (records) are returned in your search, then the entity does 
not have active exclusions submitted in SAM by a federal agency.  
 
1. Go to www.sam.gov.  

 
 

2. Search from either the homepage or from the Search tab.   

http://www.sam.gov/
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3. Type the name into the search box and select the Search icon.   

 
 
The Search Results screen displays: 

 
 
As shown below, the Status of all results are “Active” by default (but can be adjusted).  The 
Functional Area is identified by the box in the upper left corner of the record.  
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4. Check the box next to Performance Information to display only those records identified as 

“Exclusion”.  (When the “Message from webpage” displays, select OK.)  

 
 
5. Allow the boxes under Filters for Performance Information to remain un-checked, and select 

the Apply Filters button.   



09/2012 Page 4 
 

 
 



09/2012 Page 5 
 

 
The newly filtered results display.   

 
 
6. Select the View Details button in the record(s).   
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7. Scroll down the page to view all information within the record.   

 
 
8. Select the RETURN TO SEARCH button to return to the previous page.   

 
 

9. You may save the search results into a PDF, or export/print them by selecting the 
appropriate link.   
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