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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

My Fellow Pennsylvanians,

Pennsylvania is steeped in grand and revolutionary ideas. This book, the 122nd edi-
tion of The Pennsylvania Manual, will outline Pennsylvania’s rich history and heritage and 
provide a guide for navigating government at the local, state, and federal levels.

William Penn founded this commonwealth to escape religious persecution and to cre-
ate a home where freedom is a right for all. It began as “A Holy Experiment,” where re-
ligious minorities could trade persecution for prosperity and worship God as they saw fi t. 
Many of these ideas infl uenced early residents like founding father Benjamin Franklin and 
American fl ag creator Betsy Ross. From the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 
Philadelphia to the Battle of Gettysburg that turned the Civil War, Pennsylvania has had an 
essential role in the shaping of our great nation.

Looking forward, our future is just as important as our history. That is why I continue 
to push for my priorities of schools that teach, jobs that pay, and government that works. 
Pennsylvania and its citizens deserve a future as bright as its history.

I hope you are able to use The Pennsylvania Manual to connect to our great common-
wealth and its operations.

 Sincerely,

 TOM WOLF
 Governor


