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Funding
Available to
Replace Traffic
Signals

By Bruce Beardsley,
COSTARS Marketing Manager

Last year’s transportation funding legislation, Act 89 of 2013,
provided funds to assist local governments with replacing
outdated traffic signals on Designated or Critical Corridors. The
program called Green Light — Go, is administered by the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and “is
designed to improve safety and mobility by reducing congestion
and improving the efficiency of existing traffic signals.”

With $10 million available this fiscal year, $25 million in the
following, and $40 million each fiscal year thereafter,
municipalities may apply for the grants through PennDOT.

The funding requires a 50 percent match using municipal or
private funds, including liquid fuel or general funds, Pennsylvania
Infrastructure Bank or private loans, developer contributions, Act
209 or Act 89 funding.

The deadline for the current round of grant applications is
November 14, 2014. Additional details are available at
www.dot.state.pa.us/signals.

COSTARS member municipalities may utilize the COSTARS-18
LED Traffic Signal Modules and/or Housings contract to facilitate
their purchase. The contract (like all COSTARS-exclusive
contracts) is currently open to prospective suppliers to submit
bids to become COSTARS-authorized suppliers.

For additional information on using or bidding on this COSTARS
contract, visit the COSTARS website at www.costars.state.pa.us or
contact Commodity Specialist Emanuel Williams at 717-703-2946
or emwilliams@pa.gov.
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COSTARS Annual

Membership Survey
We Need Your Feedback!

By Kim Bullivant, COSTARS Marketing Manager

Did you know the COSTARS Program currently offers 33 exclusive
contracts to COSTARS members with a selection of products that, along
with participating statewide contracts, meet most of our members’
procurement needs? However, there is always room to grow!

Recently, the COSTARS team has received inquiries or noticed an
increase in the demand for contracts including:

Heavy equipment rental such as excavators, dozers and rollers.

e Surveillance, security and fire alarm equipment, parts and services
including monitoring, testing, maintenance and repair.

e Electronic monitoring equipment and supplies which may
include: procure/lease human electronic monitoring tools. The
technology and services include: software; technical support;
maintenance; traditional radio frequency field monitoring
equipment; GPS monitoring devices capable of operating in various
operational modes; alcohol monitoring equipment and services.

e Highway safety and maintenance material including: crack and joint
sealing materials; highway inlet boxes; grates and frames; message
and arrow boards; and delineator reflectors.

As you may already be aware, COSTARS-exclusive contracts can be
created based upon perceived need; therefore, we need your feedback to
determine if there is sufficient demand (or interest) in the above-
mentioned potential contract offerings. In addition, we would like to know
if you have any suggestions for potential new contracts.

To submit your feedback, please take a few moments to complete
our annual membership survey regarding contractual needs at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/COSTARSContractNeedsProgramAssessment.

By participating in the survey, you will help us determine what type of
products/services might benefit most COSTARS members. The deadline to
complete the survey is Friday, Nov. 14.
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State
Contract
Spotlight:
Power
Equipment

By Bruce Beardsley,
COSTARS Marketing Manager

Other than the Road Salt and Wireless Communications contracts, the
two state contracts most widely used by COSTARS members are the
Agricultural/Grounds-Keeping type Power Equipment (Contract
#4400011350) and the Construction/Heavy-Duty type Power Equipment
(Contract #4400011411).

In Fiscal Year 2013, COSTARS members spent more than $16 million - an
increase of 21 percent over FY 2012 - on the Agricultural Equipment
contract and more than $19 million (an increase of 41 percent) on the
Construction Equipment contract. Spend by all state government agencies
was $4 million and $4.6 million, respectively.

Both contracts are very broad in scope. The Agricultural Equipment
contract incorporates almost 1,500 specific equipment models such as:

e snow blowers e tillers

e all-terrain vehicles e combines
e tractors e aerators

e mowers e sprayers

e wood chippers

Manufacturers include Bobcat, Caterpillar, New Holland, John Deere,
Bush Hog, Gravely, Bandit, Polaris, and more.

The Construction Equipment contract offers more than 2,000 line-items
including:

o bulldozers e asphalt paving and rolling equipment
e grinders e compaction equipment

e sweepers e mobile cranes

e sewer cleaners e equipment trailers

e backhoes e concrete saws

e excavators e compression equipment

® pumps e light towers

e generators

This contract features brand names like Elgin, Kubota, Caterpillar,
Kawaski, RoadHog, Case, Interstate, Volvo, Hyundai, John Deere, Hitachi,
Wacker, VT Leeboy, Gorman-Rupp, and more. In addition, both contracts
offer attachments and implements, maintenance and repair parts, and
training.

The contracts are awarded to the two suppliers offering the largest
discounts off list price for each piece of equipment. Discounts range up to
35 percent on the Agricultural Equipment contract and up to 48 percent on
the Construction Equipment contract. COSTARS members can choose from
more than 40 dealers throughout the commonwealth on the Agricultural
Equipment contract and 32 dealers on the Construction Equipment
contract. COSTARS members should remember to confirm that the dealer is
COSTARS-participating by checking the COSTARS website. Neither contract
allows for leasing the equipment, but both allow installment purchases.

For additional information, contact Commodity Specialist Sherri Linen,

717-787-4103, slinen@pa.gov.

PennDOT

Municipal Services

Great Resource for Answers
By Bruce Beardsley, COSTARS Marketing Manager

The “go-to” agency for municipalities to obtain
everything transportation-related is your local Department
of Transportation’s (PennDOT) Municipal Services Office.

Questions from liquid fuel monies; available grants;
policies and regulations; approved materials; completing
reports; and product evaluations to trading “services for
services”; issuing permits; and providing technical
assistance, your local Municipal Services Office is available
to provide timely answers and professional advice.

Pennsylvania is divided into 11 PennDOT districts (note:
there is no District 7 - see map below), each overseen by a
Municipal Services Supervisor, with its own website and
supported by a staff of specialists. For further information,
visit www.dot.state.pa.us or call 717-787-2783.

Occasionally, PennDOT district offices sponsor COSTARS
workshops for COSTARS members within their jurisdiction.
District 10 is sponsoring a workshop on Oct. 30 from 9 a.m.
to noon (registration at 8:30 a.m.) at the Clarion Township
Municipal Building.

Have You Tried COSTARS Online Training
Yet? Take Our Sutvey!

In March, the COSTARS team introduced new online
training aids to assist members and suppliers with website
processes such as user registration, contract search and
bidding on COSTARS contracts.

Have you used the new training aids? If so, we’d like to
know what you think. To provide feedback about your online
training experience, please take our COSTARS Online Training
Survey located at www.costars.state.pa.us under the
Resources/Calendar of Events/Training Center link. Your
responses are important to us and will help us improve the
COSTARS online training experience.

If you haven’t used COSTARS online training aids and
need help with an online process, be sure to check them out
on the COSTARS website under the Resources/Calendar of
Events/Training Center link.
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Have You Shopped With COSTARS Lately?

By Kim Bullivant, COSTARS Marketing Manager

Has it been a while since your organization purchased products and/or services using the COSTARS Program? If so, let us take
this opportunity to remind you how COSTARS can help you save money and provide you with the convenience of bid-free
shopping at the same time.

By purchasing through the COSTARS Program your organization will:

e Save time and money due to the elimination of the expense of the pub
COSTARS Members saved more than $41 million in bidding costs i
e Have access to a more extensive product selection.
Over 2,400 suppliers offering thousands of products and services!
e Benefit from competitive pricing through volume purchasing and negotia
Currently, over 8,000 COSTARS Members participate in the progran
service savings in FY 2013!
e Help to boost economic development as the program allows businesse
millions of dollars of local government business.
Large and small suppliers have the opportunity to co

g process.

more than $104 million in product/

d in all locations to compete for

Now that we’ve refreshed your memory about how much you can save

with the COSTARS Program, it’s time for a quick overview on how to COGS and COSTARS

purchase using the program. Below are step by step instructions. Many members ask us what the difference is
between a Council of Governments (COG) and
¢ Visit the COSTARS website at www.costars.state.pa.us. COSTARS.
e Select the Members button in the middle of the page. A COG is a voluntary organization of
o Select Search Contracts on the left-hand side of the page. municipalities created to foster a cooperative effort
e Select COSTARS Contracts. in the solution of common municipal problems.
e Toview a particular contract, select the Contract dropdown box. Some CQGS engage in cooperative purchasing to
e Select the contract under which you would like to purchase an item or relp el menbers savE qweyer dele
. Similarly, COSTARS is the commonwealth’s
service. . .
h further b lecti h o b i cooperative purchasing program that leverages the
* Narrow your search further by selecting the r:op o PO7Es Tor purchasing power of more than 8,000 local entities
Category, Vendor, Manufacturer, Dealer, Service Area County, or to obtain more competitive pricing than they might
Location County, then select Search. If you don’t know which contract be able to obtain on their own.
includes your product/service, use the dropdown box to select a COSTARS also saves the time and expense
Keyword and then select Search. associated with the public bidding process, as
e Alist of all vendors that meet the criteria you selected will be contracts have already been bid by the Department
displayed. of General Services.

It’s worth noting that many COGS are COSTARS
members.

e Select the icon under the Vendor Contract column to view each
supplier’s contract which lists contact inforl.'n.ation, ordering and COGS and COSTARS - two different programs
payment procedures, products they sell, pricing, etc. with the same mission; to assist local governments

e Contact as many suppliers as you wish (we recommend three or four) in achieving their goal to become more efficient and
to obtain/negotiate the best price. NOTE: When suppliers bid on effective, while saving taxpayers’ money!
COSTARS-exclusive contracts, they are encouraged to quote their best
price; however, COSTARS members are urged to, and most suppliers are willing to, negotiate further.

e You may also search COSTARS participating statewide contracts to compare pricing by selecting Statewide Contracts via the
Search Contracts link on the Members Area page. Simply search by Keyword to view available contracts.

e Always ensure the COSTARS column reads YES, indicating that the statewide supplier is participating in the COSTARS
Program.

e When you have decided on a supplier based on your criteria, e.g., location, reputation or best value, you may then submit
your purchase order and payment directly to the supplier.

Please Note: When purchasing from a statewide or COSTARS contract, members should always review the contract terms and
conditions, offered products, and pricing available on the COSTARS website at www.costars.state.pa.us.

To learn more about searching and purchasing from COSTARS-exclusive or COSTARS-participating statewide contracts, visit the
COSTARS Online Training Center on the COSTARS website under the Resources/Calendar of Events/Training Center link.

If you haven’t shopped with COSTARS lately, be sure to stop by and check us out at www.costars.state.pa.us and start saving

money today!
COSTARS ¥k s%0.
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Meet the COSTARS Program Manager

Dawn Eshenour
By Claire Osborne, COSTARS Marketing Manager

COSTARS Program Manager, Dawn Eshenour, has been employed by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania for 28 years, starting at the Department of Health where she worked in various
administrative support positions. She accepted a Purchasing Agent position with the Board of
Probation and Parole and was then promoted to Contracting Unit Supervisor developing and
managing contracts for services.

Dawn came to the Department of General Services as a “buyer” (which is now known as a Commaodity Specialist), at the inception of the
COSTARS program in 2004 and was promoted to the position of Associate Commodity Manager in 2007, where she supervised Commodity
Specialists with COSTARS-exclusive contracts. She received a Certificate of Completion for the Purchasing Management Program from The
Pennsylvania State University in 2008 and in 2010, she transitioned to her current position as COSTARS Program Manager. One of Dawn’s
goals is to explore new ways to enhance the program, and consistently seeks opportunities to sharpen her professional skills and procurement
expertise to support that goal. Recently, she successfully completed the 2014 Budget Office Leadership Development (BOLD) Program
sponsored by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Office of the Budget.

Through the years, Dawn has seen many enhancements and growth in the COSTARS program including its reorganization in 2011 which
increased the staff dedicated only to COSTARS-exclusive contracts. She is committed to the program and the employees that she supervises.
There are currently five commodity specialists overseeing 33 COSTARS-exclusive contracts, a big increase from the ten COSTARS-exclusive
contracts available to members at the end of 2005. The Membership has also grown from 2,996 members in 2005 to more than 8,000
members this year, and the supplier base grew from 483 in 2007, to more than 1,100 suppliers today. In addition, more than 1,200 suppliers
participate with COSTARS on Pennsylvania statewide Contracts! With the addition of two marketing managers to the COSTARS program
bringing the total to three, the program is meeting the growing demand of educating, training and marketing to the members and suppliers.
There is also a management technician who provides customer and administrative support to the program. Due to the continued growth of
the program, Dawn was instrumental in the coordination and implementation of the enhanced COSTARS System in July 2014, which now
provides a faster and more secure means to search contracts, report sales, look up member information, change profiles and access
instructional tutorials via the COSTARS website. Additionally, the new system offers an improved Road Salt registration process for members
and an Administrative Fee credit card payment feature for suppliers.

Dawn has enjoyed developing professional relationships with members and suppliers, seeing first-hand the savings the program
provides to members in time and money, and the increased business opportunity for suppliers. She is passionate about COSTARS, and is
dedicated to protecting the integrity of the program now and into the future.

COSTARS Contract Standard Terms and Conditions:
Buying and Paying

By Claire Osborne, COSTARS Marketing Manager

While COSTARS purchases must comply with the COSTARS contract’s terms and conditions (T & C’s), the actual purchase order is between
the buyer (COSTARS member) and the seller (COSTARS-authorized supplier). The commonwealth is NOT a party to the purchase. COSTARS
members order goods and services directly from the COSTARS-authorized supplier and are responsible for making prompt payment directly to
the supplier. Only those products/services listed in the supplier’s contract can be purchased through the program. The supplier shall specify in
their Bid Item Workbook whether they will accept credit cards and the type of cards they will accept as a method of payment. Purchase orders
(or a mutually-agreed upon substitute) may be issued directly from the buyer. The buyer may use a supplier’s dedicated website (“online
orders”), or any other means the supplier may provide. Each purchase order incorporates the COSTARS Contract T & C’s. Suppliers should
verify the purchaser’s COSTARS membership via the List of COSTARS Members on the COSTARS website at www.costars.state.pa.us.

The COSTARS contract and all documents referenced within the contract, and the applicable provisions of the purchase order issued by the
COSTARS member, constitute the entire agreement between the parties. Neither the purchaser nor the contractor has authority to make, or
has made, any oral or written statement, agreement, or representation which may in any way be deemed to modify, add to, detract from, or
otherwise change or alter the T & C’s of the contract. No negotiations between the parties, nor any custom or usage, shall modify or contradict
any of the T & C’s of the contract.

For electronically-issued purchase orders, the supplier shall promptly respond with an acknowledgement to the member. The supplier’s
obligation to deliver and the member’s obligation to receive and pay for the commodity shall attach only when the purchaser has received the
supplier’s acknowledgement of the purchase order. The parties, in compliance with the contract T & C’s, agree that no writing other than the
purchase order and supplier’s acknowledgement shall be required to make the purchase order legally binding. Members and suppliers shall
take immediate steps to verify and resend any document that appears to have been improperly formatted in transmission.

A member must put forth reasonable efforts to make the payment by the required payment date. The payment date is the date which the
payment is due under the Purchase Order terms or thirty days after a member receives a completed invoice for goods/services accepted by the
purchaser from the supplier or any later payment date specified on the invoice.

The member can delay payment if the invoice amount is greater than the contract pricing. The supplier cannot use any payment as the
member’s acceptance of the commodity or service. The Pennsylvania Department of General Services, on behalf of the members, reserves the
right for the members to conduct testing and inspection after payment (within a reasonable time after delivery) and for the member to reject
any commodity or service if such post payment testing or inspection discloses defect or failure to meet contract specifications.
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COSTARS On The Road

The COSTARS Marketing Team makes it their mission to spread the
message about the COSTARS Program as well as to recruit and train
members and suppliers about COSTARS. Marketing Managers Bruce
Beardsley, Kim Bullivant and Claire Osborne travel throughout the
commonwealth speaking at conferences, workshops and seminars
sponsored by associations, suppliers, universities, legislators,

chambers of commerce and others.
Recent Events Attended By
COSTARS Staff

Aug 13 Luzerne County Association of Township Officials
Annual Meeting - Wyoming

Aug.13-15  PA Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
Lancaster
Aug.25-26  PA Municipal Authorities Association (PMAA)

Annual Conference - Hershey
Sept. 5 Montgomery County Intermediate Unit
Member Training - Norristown

Sept. 11 Municipal Grant Workshop
sponsored by Senator Pat Brown
Allentown

Sept. 11 Northampton Fire Chiefs Association

Member Training - Bethlehem
Sept. 12-13  PA Councils of Government (PACOG)
Annual Conference - State College
Sept. 17-19 PA Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
Altoona

Sept. 18 Clarion County Association of Township Officials
Convention - Knox
Sept. 26 Kutztown Small Business Development Center

SEDA Council of Governments (SEDACOG)
Prospective Suppliers Workshop -York

Upcoming Events

Oct. 30 Clarion County Association of Township Officials/
PennDOT Municipal Services Workshop
Clarion

Nov. 6 -7 PA Association of Asphalt Material Applicators

(PAAMA)/PennDOT Statewide Conference
State College

Dec. 3 Doing Business with the Philadelphia Housing
Authority (PHA) Event
Philadelphia

If you would like to attend one of the above-mentioned events,
please contact the sponsoring organization. To submit a request
for a COSTARS representative to speak or conduct a training
session for members or suppliers at an upcoming event, please
contact Bruce Beardsley at 717-214-3432 or
bbeardsley@pa.gov; Kim Bullivant at 717-346-2678 or
kbullivant@pa.gov; or Claire Osborne at 717-346-3838 or
cosborne@pa.gov. The COSTARS Marketing Team’s Calendar of
Events is also available on the COSTARS website under the
Resources/Calendar of Events /Training Center link.

I pantie Purchasing Program
Passportto Business Opportunity
i and Procurement Savings

Sept. 30 SEDA Council of Governments (SEDACOG)
Prospective Supplier Workshop
Lancaster

Oct. 7 SEDA Council of Governments (SEDACOG)
Prospective Supplier Workshop
State College

Oct. 8 Linkup Technology Conference
Altoona

Oct. 17 - 19 Pocono EMS Conference
Pocono Manor

Oct. 22 GACO Annual Procurement Fair
Washington

Oct. 27 Harrisburg Regional Chamber of Commerce

SE PA PTAC and SEDA Council of Governments
(SEDACOG) - Harrisburg

Oct. 28 Southern Alleghenies Planning & Development
Commission Supplier Workshop

A\
COSTARS Connection
\

Michael Richart — Deputy Secretary for Procurement
Dawn Eshenour — Acting Director, Programs & Systems/
COSTARS Program Manager

Bruce Beardsley — Marketing Manager

Kim Bullivant — Marketing Manager

Claire Osborne — Marketing Manager

Published by the Pennsylvania Department of General Services
Editor: Bruce Beardsley

Further information on the COSTARS program
is available by phone at 866-768-7827
or by visiting the COSTARS website
at www.costars.state.pa.us.
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Allen Township Fire Company

Adams Township Volunteer Fire Co., No. 2
AmServ LTD

Bedminster Municipal Authority
Borough of McKees Rocks

Brandywine Conservancy and Museum of Art
Burrell Township Sewer Authority

Butler Health System

California Volunteer Fire Department
Cambria County Solid Waste
Management Authority

City of Jeannette Municipal Authority
City of Pittsburgh Department of Finance
Crawford County Constables Association
Cumberland Township Authority
Delaware Valley Regional

Planning Commission

Dimmick Memorial Library

Divine Mercy Academy

Dr. William B. Konkle Memorial Library
Easy Does It, Inc.

Elverson Borough Office of Constable
Families United Network

New Membets

Foxwall EMS

Goodwill Steam Fire Engine Co. #1
Hegins Area Ambulance Association
Hughesville Area Public Library

Jersey Shore Public Library

Johnstown Area Heritage Association
Kelly Township Municipal Authority
Lack Township

Ligonier Valley YMCA

Mary S. Biesecker Public Library
Mechanicsville Borough

Memphis Street Academy Charter School
Montgomery Area Public Library
Montour County Children

and Youth Services Agency

Moon Township Recreation Authority
Morningstar Senior Living

Nancy Run Fire Company/Relief Association
Palmer Municipal Fire Department
Pennsylvania Dutch Council # 524 BSA
Pennsylvania State Constable
Lancaster County

Pennsylvania State Constable Police
Pike County

New Suppliers

Philadelphia Works Inc.

Pleasant Hills Authority

Polk Township

Redevelopment Authority of

the City of Connellsville

Royersford Fire Department

Scott Township Hose Company

Seton Manor, Inc.

Seven Mountains EMS Council Inc.

Sexual Assault Resource & Counseling Center
Stop Abuse For Everyone

Swarthmore College

The Municipal Authority of the Borough of
Berlin

Topton Volunteer Fire Company #1
Uniontown Public Library

Uniontown YMCA

United Way of Bucks County

Upland Country Day School

Ursina Borough

Westmoreland-Fayette Council Boy Scouts of
America

Windber Public Library Association

COSTARS SUPPLIERS - COSTARS EXCLUSIVE CONTRACTS

Axis Business Consultants, LLC

COSTARS PARTICIPATING SUPPLIERS -

DataMatrix Systems, Inc.
DayOne Systems, LLC

EarthWalk Communications, Inc.
Office Technology, LLC

Razor Technology, LLC

Velocity Network, Inc.

Indoff, Inc.
Fagan Sanitary Supply dba Fagan, Inc.

Black Consulting Services, Inc.
Comm Solutions Company

ABE Fence, Inc.
Blue Sky International, Inc.
Control Dynamics Corporation

Excel Communications Worldwide, Inc.

HD Supply Power Solution

1IS Group, LLC

Integrated Security Systems, LLC
Mardinly Industrial Power, LLC

Vector Resources, Inc. dba Vector USA

E. Thomas Brett Business Machines

CreateSafety

KPI Tactical (Conestoga Data
Services, Inc. dba)

Modern Group Power Systems
Retrac, Inc. dba Think Safe, Inc.

STATEWIDE CONTRACTS
Campbell Supply Co. of PA, LLC 4400006911 Facilities Planners & Architects, Inc.
4400007544 Tristate Elevator
Berger Family Dealerships, Inc. 4400008515 The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
Bresslers, Inc. 4400008516 Michelin North America, Inc.
McCoy Equipment Sales, Inc. 4400013096 McKesson Drug
Piechota Group Inc. 4400013309 Sunbury Motor Company
Seigworth Road Supply, Inc. 4400013653 The Glenmede Trust Company, N.A.
4400013654 Capital Access, Inc.
Berger Family Dealerships, Inc. 4400013655 National Association of State
4400013657 Eagle Security Group, Inc.
S&S Processing 4400013658 Richard J. Caron Foundation,
Caron Treatment Centers
ADvantage LED Signs 4400013659 Vinculum Solutions, Inc.
4400013660 Vigilnet America, LLC
EnergySherlock 4400013663 Parsons Brinckerhoff, Inc.
Global Parking Solutions USA, LLC 4400013673 Hertrich Fleet Services, Inc.
Keystone Solutions & Integrations, LLC 4400013680 Propio LS LLC.
4400013723 Hertrich Fleet Services, Inc.
Janson Industries 4400013757 Judson Wiley & Sons Inc.
Premier Production Services, Inc. 4400013786 Rochester Midland Corporation
4400013800 Hertrich Fleet Services, Inc.
J. Barbour, Inc. dba Office Service Company 4400013882 Matheson Transfer, Inc.
The Brill Company, Inc. 4400013883 Debo Moving & Storage, Inc.
Procom Systems, Inc. 4400013909 Time and Parking Controls
4400013927 Miller Diesel
Charm-Tex, Inc. 4400013932 D&W Diesel
4600015438 American Rock Salt
4600015441 Oceanport
4600015455 Harvey Salt
4600015449 Harvey Salt
4600015457 Flor Dri

*As of Oct. 23, 2014
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